
anatomy scan for pregnancy near me
anatomy scan for pregnancy near me is a crucial step for expectant parents looking to
ensure the health and development of their unborn child. This specialized ultrasound,
typically performed between 18 and 22 weeks of pregnancy, provides a detailed
examination of the fetus and the reproductive organs. It allows healthcare providers to
assess the baby's physical development, check for any abnormalities, and determine the
gender if desired. In this article, we will explore the importance of anatomy scans, what to
expect during the procedure, how to find a facility offering this service nearby, and the
implications of the results. This comprehensive guide aims to equip you with the necessary
information about anatomy scans during pregnancy.
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Understanding Anatomy Scans
An anatomy scan, also known as a mid-pregnancy ultrasound or level 2 ultrasound, is a
detailed imaging test that allows healthcare providers to visualize the fetus in great detail.
This scan is conducted using high-frequency sound waves that create images of the baby
inside the womb. It is essential for evaluating fetal anatomy, growth, and development, and
is often one of the most anticipated appointments during pregnancy.

The Purpose of an Anatomy Scan
The primary purpose of an anatomy scan is to assess the structural development of the
fetus. It aims to identify any potential congenital anomalies or physical abnormalities that
may be present. Additionally, the scan evaluates the position of the placenta, the amount
of amniotic fluid, and the overall health of the mother’s reproductive organs.

When is the Anatomy Scan Performed?
Anatomy scans are typically performed between 18 and 22 weeks of gestation. This timing
allows for optimal visualization of the fetus's structures while still early enough to address



any identified issues. Some healthcare providers may offer this scan slightly earlier or later
depending on specific circumstances or medical history.

Why is an Anatomy Scan Important?
The anatomy scan holds significant importance for several reasons. It is not just a routine
check-up; it plays a vital role in ensuring the well-being of both the mother and the baby.
Understanding the benefits of this scan can help expectant parents appreciate its necessity.

Early Detection of Abnormalities
One of the most critical aspects of an anatomy scan is its ability to detect abnormalities
early in the pregnancy. Healthcare providers can identify conditions such as spina bifida,
heart defects, and other physical anomalies that may require further investigation or
intervention.

Monitoring Growth and Development
The anatomy scan allows healthcare providers to measure the baby’s growth and ensure
that it is developing according to the expected milestones. This information can be crucial
in determining if any interventions are needed to support the pregnancy.

What to Expect During an Anatomy Scan
Understanding what to expect during an anatomy scan can help alleviate any anxiety or
apprehension. The process is generally straightforward and comfortable, designed for both
the mother and the baby’s safety.

The Procedure
During the anatomy scan, the expectant mother will lie on an examination table. A gel will
be applied to her abdomen to facilitate the transmission of sound waves. The ultrasound
technician will then use a transducer to capture images of the fetus, which will be displayed
on a monitor. The entire procedure usually lasts between 30 minutes to an hour.

What Will Be Measured and Observed?
During the scan, several critical measurements and observations will be made, including:

The size and position of the fetus.

The presence of all major organs.



The length of the limbs and head circumference.

The amount of amniotic fluid.

The position of the placenta.

Finding an Anatomy Scan Facility Near You
Finding a facility that offers anatomy scans is an essential step in your pregnancy journey.
Several resources can help you locate the right place for your needs.

Consulting Your Healthcare Provider
Your primary care physician or obstetrician can provide referrals to reputable facilities that
perform anatomy scans. They may have specific recommendations based on your medical
history and location.

Online Research
Utilizing online search engines can also assist in finding anatomy scan services near you.
Searching the phrase “anatomy scan for pregnancy near me” can yield local clinics,
hospitals, and imaging centers that perform these ultrasounds.

Interpreting Anatomy Scan Results


