
can anatomy scan be done at 17 weeks
can anatomy scan be done at 17 weeks is a common question among expectant parents seeking
to understand the stages and processes of prenatal care. An anatomy scan, or detailed ultrasound, is
typically performed to assess the developing fetus's health and anatomy. While many healthcare
providers recommend this scan between 18 and 20 weeks of pregnancy, some may perform it as
early as 17 weeks. This article will explore the purpose of anatomy scans, the specifics of having one
at 17 weeks, what to expect during the procedure, and the potential benefits and limitations of early
scans. Additionally, we will cover frequently asked questions to provide a comprehensive
understanding of this important aspect of prenatal care.
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Understanding Anatomy Scans

Anatomy scans, also known as mid-pregnancy ultrasounds, are a crucial part of prenatal care. They
are typically conducted between the 18th and 20th week of pregnancy to evaluate the fetal anatomy,
check for any congenital anomalies, and assess the overall health of the fetus. This scan provides a
comprehensive look at the baby's organs, limbs, and other structures, allowing healthcare providers
to detect potential issues early on.

The anatomy scan is not just about checking the baby; it also assesses the placenta's position and
the amount of amniotic fluid surrounding the fetus. This information is vital for ensuring both
maternal and fetal well-being. During this scan, the technician will take various measurements and
may create images that will be reviewed by the healthcare provider for any abnormalities.

Timing of Anatomy Scans

The standard timing for an anatomy scan is between 18 and 20 weeks of gestation. This period is
ideal because the fetus has developed enough for the technician to visualize its organs and
structures accurately. However, many parents wonder if it is possible to have this scan done earlier,



specifically at 17 weeks.

Can You Have an Anatomy Scan at 17 Weeks?

Yes, an anatomy scan can be performed at 17 weeks, although many practitioners recommend
waiting until at least 18 weeks for the best results. The main reason for the recommendation is that
at 17 weeks, the fetus may still be developing, and some anatomical features might not be fully
formed, making it harder to assess the baby's health comprehensively.

Factors Influencing the Timing

Several factors may influence whether a healthcare provider will perform an anatomy scan at 17
weeks:

Maternal Health Concerns: If there are specific health concerns or risk factors present, a
provider may opt to conduct an earlier scan.

Previous Pregnancy Complications: A history of complications in previous pregnancies may
lead to earlier monitoring.

Patient Preference: Some parents may request an early scan for reassurance or to gather
information sooner.

Availability of Medical Equipment: In some cases, the availability of resources may dictate
the timing of the scan.

What to Expect During the Anatomy Scan

During an anatomy scan, expectant parents will enter a medical imaging room equipped with an
ultrasound machine. The procedure typically lasts between 30 minutes to an hour. Here’s what to
expect:

Preparation: Patients may be asked to drink water before the scan to ensure a full bladder,
which can help visualize the fetus better.

Ultrasound Procedure: The technician will apply a gel to the abdomen and use a transducer
to capture images of the fetus.

Measurements and Imaging: The technician will take various measurements, including the
head circumference, femur length, and abdominal circumference, and check the heart rate.



Discussion: After the scan, the technician may not discuss findings immediately, as the
images need to be reviewed by a healthcare provider.

Benefits of an Early Anatomy Scan

There are several potential benefits to having an anatomy scan done at 17 weeks:

Early Detection: An early scan can help identify any potential issues sooner, allowing for
more timely interventions if necessary.

Peace of Mind: Parents may find reassurance in seeing their baby's development and hearing
the heartbeat early.

Planning for the Future: Early knowledge regarding the fetus's health can assist in planning
for any required medical care or arrangements.

Limitations of an Early Anatomy Scan

While there are benefits, there are also limitations to having an anatomy scan at 17 weeks:

Incomplete Development: Some structures may not be fully developed, leading to
inconclusive results.

Less Accurate Measurements: Measurements taken at 17 weeks may not be as reliable as
those taken when the fetus is more developed.

Potential for Repeat Scans: If concerns arise during an early scan, parents may need to
return for an additional scan later, leading to increased anxiety.

Common Questions About Anatomy Scans

Understanding anatomy scans can lead to more informed decisions. Here are some frequently asked
questions regarding the procedure:



Q: Why is the anatomy scan important?
A: The anatomy scan is essential for assessing the fetus's health, identifying congenital anomalies,
and ensuring proper development of organs and structures.

Q: Is it safe to have an anatomy scan at 17 weeks?
A: Yes, having an anatomy scan at 17 weeks is generally safe. However, it is essential to discuss any
concerns with your healthcare provider.

Q: What should I do to prepare for the anatomy scan?
A: You may be advised to drink water to fill your bladder before the scan, as this can improve
visibility of the fetus.

Q: Can I find out the gender of my baby during the anatomy
scan?
A: Yes, many parents choose to find out the gender of their baby during an anatomy scan, although it
is not guaranteed that the technician will be able to determine it accurately at 17 weeks.

Q: How often are anatomy scans performed?
A: Typically, one anatomy scan is performed during the mid-pregnancy stage, but additional scans
may be necessary if there are concerns.

Q: Will I receive results immediately after the scan?
A: The technician may not provide immediate results, as the images need to be analyzed by a
healthcare provider before discussing findings.

Q: What happens if the anatomy scan shows abnormalities?
A: If abnormalities are detected, your healthcare provider will discuss the findings and potential next
steps, which may include further testing or monitoring.

Q: Can I bring someone with me to the anatomy scan?
A: Yes, you are typically allowed to bring a partner or support person to the anatomy scan, as long as
the facility permits it.



Q: How accurate are the results of an anatomy scan?
A: While anatomy scans are generally accurate, no test is 100% conclusive. Follow-up testing may be
recommended for further evaluation.

Q: What if I have a high-risk pregnancy?
A: If you have a high-risk pregnancy, your healthcare provider may recommend more frequent
monitoring and possibly an earlier anatomy scan for thorough evaluation.

In summary, while an anatomy scan can be conducted at 17 weeks, it is typically preferred to wait
until 18–20 weeks for the most accurate assessment of fetal health. Understanding the purpose,
benefits, and limitations of these scans can help expectant parents navigate their prenatal care
effectively.
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