
1917 movie questions answer key

1917 movie questions answer key is essential for anyone looking to deepen
their understanding of the film "1917," directed by Sam Mendes. This
critically acclaimed war drama not only captivated audiences with its
stunning cinematography and gripping narrative but also posed numerous
questions that invite discussion and analysis. In this comprehensive article,
we will explore various questions related to the film, providing detailed
answers that cover themes, characters, cinematography, and historical
context. By delving into these aspects, readers will gain a richer
appreciation of the film's artistic and historical significance.
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Thematic Exploration

The film "1917" presents a variety of themes that resonate deeply with
audiences. The primary themes include sacrifice, the brutality of war, and
the importance of hope and perseverance. Understanding these themes can
enhance the viewing experience and provide insights into the characters’
motivations and the film’s overall message.

Sacrifice and Duty

One of the most prominent themes in "1917" is the concept of sacrifice. The
protagonists, Schofield and Blake, embody the willingness to put their lives
on the line for their comrades and the mission at hand. Their journey
illustrates the idea that individual lives are often sacrificed for the
greater good, reflecting the harsh realities of war.

The Brutality of War

"1917" does not shy away from depicting the harsh realities of combat. The
film presents a raw and unfiltered view of the violence and chaos that
soldiers faced during World War I. This brutal portrayal serves to highlight



the senselessness of war and the psychological toll it takes on those
involved.

Hope and Perseverance

Amidst the darkness, the film also conveys a message of hope. Schofield's
relentless pursuit to deliver the message underscores the notion that even in
the bleakest circumstances, perseverance can lead to meaningful outcomes.
This theme reinforces the idea that hope is a powerful motivator, even in
times of despair.

Character Analysis

Character development is a crucial aspect of "1917," as it allows viewers to
connect emotionally with the protagonists. The film primarily revolves around
two soldiers, Lance Corporal Schofield and Lance Corporal Blake, whose
distinct personalities and motivations drive the narrative forward.

Lance Corporal Schofield

Schofield, portrayed by George MacKay, is characterized by his stoicism and
determination. Throughout the film, he demonstrates resilience as he faces
numerous challenges during the mission. His character embodies the theme of
sacrifice, as he continually puts himself in harm's way to protect others and
fulfill his duty.

Lance Corporal Blake

Blake, played by Dean-Charles Chapman, serves as a foil to Schofield. His
motivation is deeply personal, as he is driven by a desire to save his
brother, who is stationed on the front lines. This personal connection adds
emotional weight to their mission and highlights the human element of war.

Cinematographic Techniques

One of the most striking features of "1917" is its innovative cinematographic
approach. The film was shot to appear as if it was filmed in a single
continuous take, a technique that immerses the viewer in the experience of
the characters.

Single Take Technique

The single take technique employed by director Sam Mendes and cinematographer



Roger Deakins creates a sense of urgency and realism. By following the
characters through trenches, fields, and war-torn landscapes without cuts,
the audience feels as though they are part of the journey, experiencing the
tension and chaos alongside Schofield and Blake.

Visual Symbolism

Throughout the film, visual symbolism plays an important role in conveying
themes and emotions. For example, the use of light and shadow highlights the
contrasts between hope and despair, life and death. This careful attention to
visual storytelling enhances the overall impact of the film.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of "1917" is essential for appreciating
its significance. The film is set during World War I, a conflict that
fundamentally changed the nature of warfare and had lasting effects on the
world.

World War I Overview

World War I, which lasted from 1914 to 1918, involved many of the world's
great powers and resulted in unprecedented levels of destruction and loss of
life. The film's portrayal of trench warfare captures the grim realities
faced by soldiers during this period, emphasizing the hardships and
challenges they endured.

Real Events and Inspirations

While "1917" is a work of fiction, it draws inspiration from real events and
stories from the war. Mendes's grandfather served in the war, and many
elements of the film reflect the personal experiences of soldiers during this
tumultuous time. This connection to history adds depth to the narrative and
allows viewers to engage with the past in a meaningful way.

Conclusion

"1917" is a powerful film that prompts viewers to reflect on the complexities
of war, the sacrifices made by soldiers, and the enduring nature of hope. By
exploring themes of sacrifice, brutality, and perseverance, along with
detailed character analysis and innovative cinematography, the film offers a
profound commentary on the human experience during one of history's most
devastating conflicts. Understanding the film through the lens of the
questions and answers provided can enhance appreciation and provoke
thoughtful discussion about its many layers and meanings.



FAQ Section

Q: What is the significance of the single take
technique in 1917?
A: The single take technique in "1917" creates an immersive experience,
making the audience feel as if they are part of the characters' journey. It
heightens the tension and urgency of the narrative, reflecting the chaos of
war.

Q: How does the character of Blake differ from
Schofield?
A: Blake is motivated by a personal connection to his brother, which drives
his actions throughout the film. In contrast, Schofield is characterized by
his stoicism and sense of duty, focusing on the mission's success without the
personal stakes that Blake faces.

Q: What themes are explored in the film 1917?
A: The film explores themes such as sacrifice, the brutality of war, and
hope. These themes are interwoven throughout the narrative and character
arcs, providing depth to the story.

Q: How does the cinematography contribute to the
film's impact?
A: The cinematography in "1917," particularly the single take approach,
enhances the emotional intensity of the film. It allows viewers to experience
the characters' struggles in real-time, increasing the sense of urgency and
realism.

Q: Is 1917 based on real events?
A: While "1917" is a fictional narrative, it is inspired by real stories from
World War I, particularly those shared by Sam Mendes's grandfather, who
served in the war. This connection to history adds authenticity to the film.

Q: What role does hope play in the story of 1917?
A: Hope is a recurring theme in "1917," embodied by Schofield's relentless
pursuit of completing the mission. It serves as a driving force for the
characters, reminding viewers that perseverance can lead to meaningful
outcomes even in desperate situations.

Q: How does the film depict the realities of trench
warfare?
A: "1917" vividly portrays the grim conditions of trench warfare,



illustrating the physical and psychological challenges faced by soldiers. The
film's realistic depiction emphasizes the harsh realities of combat during
World War I.

Q: What is the emotional impact of the film on
viewers?
A: The emotional impact of "1917" is profound, as it engages viewers through
its intense storytelling, character struggles, and immersive cinematography.
It evokes feelings of empathy and reflection on the sacrifices made by
soldiers.
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