
america the story of us bust episode 9
answer key
america the story of us bust episode 9 answer key is a vital resource for
students and educators seeking to understand the pivotal events depicted in
the ninth episode of the acclaimed documentary series. This episode, titled
"Bust," delves into the economic challenges faced by America during the Great
Depression, illustrating how these challenges shaped the nation’s trajectory.
This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the themes,
characters, and significant events presented in Episode 9, along with an
answer key to enhance understanding and retention. Readers will explore the
context of the Great Depression, the impact of government policies, and the
resilience of the American people during tough times. Additionally, we will
answer common questions and clarify key points related to this episode.
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Overview of "Bust"
Episode 9 of "America: The Story of Us," titled "Bust," provides a detailed
examination of the Great Depression, a time when the American economy faced
unprecedented challenges. The episode begins by setting the scene in the late
1920s, highlighting the stock market crash of 1929 that triggered a decade of
economic hardship. As the unemployment rate soared and banks failed,
Americans were forced to adapt to a new reality marked by poverty and
despair.

This episode not only chronicles the economic downturn but also showcases the
societal shifts that occurred as a result. It emphasizes the struggles of
everyday Americans while also depicting the larger economic forces at play,
making it a critical episode for understanding the era's historical context.



Key Themes in Episode 9
The "Bust" episode explores several key themes that illustrate the
complexities of the Great Depression. Understanding these themes is crucial
for grasping the broader implications of this period in American history.

The Economic Collapse
At the heart of the episode is the theme of economic collapse. The stock
market crash of 1929 is presented not just as a financial event but as a
catalyst for widespread economic despair. The ripple effects of this collapse
led to massive unemployment, with millions of Americans losing their jobs and
savings.

Government Response
Another significant theme is the response of the government to the economic
crisis. The episode discusses how policymakers initially struggled to address
the escalating crisis, leading to a series of ineffective measures.
Eventually, the New Deal programs initiated by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt are highlighted as crucial steps taken to revive the economy and
provide relief to suffering Americans.

Human Resilience
The theme of human resilience stands out throughout the episode. Despite
facing dire circumstances, many Americans exhibited remarkable strength and
creativity in adapting to the challenges. The episode shares stories of
families who found ways to survive, showcasing their determination and hope
for a better future.

Significant Historical Figures
Throughout "Bust," several historical figures emerge as key players in
navigating the Great Depression. Understanding their contributions helps to
contextualize the events depicted in the episode.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President Franklin D. Roosevelt is perhaps the most prominent figure
discussed in this episode. His leadership during the crisis and the
implementation of the New Deal are presented as pivotal in reshaping
America’s response to the economic downturn. Roosevelt’s efforts helped
restore public confidence and provided essential support to struggling



families.

John Maynard Keynes
Another important figure mentioned is economist John Maynard Keynes. His
theories on government intervention in the economy influenced Roosevelt’s
policies, advocating for increased public spending to stimulate economic
growth. Keynes' ideas helped frame the national dialogue around recovery
strategies during the Great Depression.

Impact of Government Policies
The episode delves deeply into the impact of government policies enacted
during the Great Depression. The New Deal programs introduced by Roosevelt
aimed to provide immediate relief, economic recovery, and financial reforms.

New Deal Programs
The New Deal included various initiatives designed to support the unemployed,
stabilize the banking system, and stimulate economic activity. Some key
programs discussed in the episode include:

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Created jobs in natural resource
conservation.

Public Works Administration (PWA): Funded large-scale public works
projects.

Social Security Act: Established a safety net for the elderly and
unemployed.

These programs aimed not only to alleviate immediate suffering but also to
lay the groundwork for long-term economic stability.

Resilience of the American People
Amid the struggles depicted in "Bust," the resilience of the American people
shines through. The episode shares numerous anecdotes of individuals and
families who faced hardship but remained determined to persevere.

Community Support
Many Americans turned to their communities for support, creating networks of



aid and assistance. People banded together to share resources, forming soup
kitchens and mutual aid societies that provided essential services to those
in need.

Innovative Solutions
In the face of adversity, creativity flourished. Many individuals began to
engage in bartering and other forms of trade as cash became scarce. This
innovation highlighted the adaptability of the American spirit, showcasing
how people found ways to survive despite the overwhelming odds.

Answer Key for Episode Questions
As a supplement to the understanding of Episode 9, here is an answer key that
addresses common questions related to the episode’s content. This key
provides clarity on important points and reinforces learning outcomes for
students and educators.

What triggered the Great Depression?1.
A: The stock market crash of 1929 triggered the Great Depression,
leading to widespread economic turmoil and high unemployment rates.

What were the New Deal programs?2.
A: The New Deal programs were a series of initiatives by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt aimed at providing relief, recovery, and reform
during the Great Depression.

How did the government respond initially to the crisis?3.
A: The initial government response was largely ineffective, with
policymakers struggling to implement measures that could alleviate the
economic downturn.

What role did community support play during the Great Depression?4.
A: Community support was crucial, as individuals formed networks to
share resources, provide aid, and create mutual assistance programs.

Who was John Maynard Keynes?5.
A: John Maynard Keynes was an economist whose theories on government
intervention influenced the New Deal policies aimed at economic
recovery.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What was the main focus of Episode 9 in "America:
The Story of Us"?
A: Episode 9, titled "Bust," primarily focuses on the economic challenges of
the Great Depression, exploring its causes, effects, and the responses from
both the government and the American people.

Q: How did the Great Depression affect American
society?
A: The Great Depression led to unprecedented unemployment, widespread
poverty, and significant changes in societal norms as families struggled to
survive and communities banded together for support.

Q: What was the significance of the New Deal?
A: The New Deal was significant as it represented a comprehensive response to
the economic crisis, implementing reforms that aimed to provide immediate
relief and prevent future economic disasters.

Q: Can you summarize the economic policies during
the Great Depression?
A: Economic policies during the Great Depression included government
intervention through the New Deal, focusing on public works programs,
financial reforms, and social safety nets to support the unemployed and
stabilize the economy.

Q: What role did Franklin D. Roosevelt play in the
Great Depression?
A: Franklin D. Roosevelt played a crucial role as President by initiating the
New Deal programs, which aimed to revitalize the economy and provide
assistance to those affected by the Great Depression.

Q: How does the episode illustrate the resilience of



the American people?
A: The episode illustrates resilience through stories of individuals and
families who adapted to hardships, created community support systems, and
found innovative ways to survive during the economic crisis.

Q: What lessons can be learned from the Great
Depression as presented in the episode?
A: Lessons from the Great Depression include the importance of government
intervention in economic crises, the value of community support, and the
human capacity for resilience in the face of adversity.

Q: How does "Bust" connect to broader historical
events in America?
A: "Bust" connects to broader historical events by situating the Great
Depression within the context of American economic history, highlighting the
long-term effects on policies, society, and the nation’s identity.

Q: What impact did the Great Depression have on
future government policies?
A: The Great Depression had a lasting impact on future government policies by
leading to the establishment of social safety nets and regulatory frameworks
to prevent similar economic crises in the future.

Q: How does the episode explore the theme of hope
during the Great Depression?
A: The episode explores hope through stories of perseverance, community
solidarity, and the belief in recovery, emphasizing that even in the darkest
times, Americans maintained a vision for a better future.
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