
articles of confederation vs
constitution answer key
articles of confederation vs constitution answer key is a crucial topic for
understanding the foundational legal documents of the United States. The
Articles of Confederation and the Constitution represent two distinct
approaches to governance and federalism in early American history. This
article will delve into the differences and similarities between these two
documents, discussing their structures, powers, and impacts on the
development of the United States. Readers will gain insights into the
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation that led to the drafting of the
Constitution, as well as the strengths that the Constitution brought to the
federal government. This comprehensive examination aims to provide a clear
answer key to the Articles of Confederation vs. Constitution debate.
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The Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the first
constitution for the newly independent United States. This document was
created to provide a framework for cooperation among the thirteen states
while maintaining their sovereignty. The Articles emphasized a weak central
government, reflecting the colonists' fear of tyranny and their recent
experiences under British rule.

Under the Articles, the Continental Congress was given limited powers,
primarily related to foreign affairs, defense, and managing relations with
Native American tribes. However, it lacked authority to impose taxes or
regulate commerce, leading to significant challenges in governance.



Key Features of the Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation established a unicameral legislature, where
each state had one vote regardless of its size or population. This led to
issues in representation and decision-making, as the interests of larger
states were often overshadowed. Key features include:

One vote per state in Congress

No executive branch to enforce laws

No national judiciary to resolve disputes

Amendments required unanimous consent of all states

These features contributed to a weak federal government that struggled to
address economic and political issues, ultimately leading to calls for a
stronger national framework.

The United States Constitution
In response to the inadequacies of the Articles of Confederation, the United
States Constitution was drafted in 1787 and ratified in 1788. This new
document established a stronger federal government with a system of checks
and balances designed to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful.

The Constitution created a bicameral legislature, consisting of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, allowing for more equitable representation
based on population while still giving equal representation to states in the
Senate. Additionally, it introduced an executive branch headed by the
President and a judicial branch with the Supreme Court to interpret laws.

Key Features of the Constitution
The Constitution includes several key features that address the shortcomings
of the Articles of Confederation:

Separation of powers among three branches of government

Ability to levy taxes and regulate commerce

A system of checks and balances

Provisions for amendments, requiring a two-thirds majority in Congress
and ratification by three-fourths of the states

This structured approach provided a more robust framework for governance,



enabling the federal government to respond effectively to national issues.

Key Differences Between the Articles and the
Constitution
Understanding the key differences between the Articles of Confederation and
the Constitution is essential for grasping the evolution of American
governance. The following points highlight the most significant contrasts:

Government Structure: The Articles established a unicameral legislature,
while the Constitution created a bicameral legislature.

Representation: Under the Articles, each state had one vote; the
Constitution allowed representation based on population in the House and
equal representation in the Senate.

Executive Power: The Articles had no executive branch, whereas the
Constitution established a strong executive branch led by the President.

Amendment Process: Amendments to the Articles required unanimous
consent, while the Constitution allows for amendments with a two-thirds
majority in Congress.

These differences reflect a significant shift towards a more centralized and
effective federal government capable of addressing the nation’s challenges.

Similarities Between the Articles and the
Constitution
Despite their differences, the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution
share some foundational similarities that are noteworthy:

Both documents aimed to unify the thirteen states under a common
framework.

Each established a legislative body to create laws and manage affairs.

Both recognized the sovereignty of the states, although the Constitution
provided for a stronger federal authority.

These similarities illustrate the continuity in American governance, even as
the need for a stronger federal structure became apparent.



Impact on American Governance
The transition from the Articles of Confederation to the Constitution had
profound implications for American governance. The Constitution established a
framework that has endured for over two centuries, allowing for the growth
and adaptation of the United States as a nation. Its principles of
federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances became cornerstones
of American democracy.

Moreover, the Constitution has facilitated the expansion of civil rights and
liberties, accommodating societal changes through amendments and judicial
interpretation. The effectiveness of this document in governance underscores
the necessity of its creation in response to the weaknesses of the Articles
of Confederation.

Conclusion
In summary, the contrast between the Articles of Confederation and the
Constitution reveals a significant evolution in American governance. The
Articles represented an initial attempt to establish a national government
but ultimately proved insufficient in addressing the needs of a growing
nation. The Constitution, with its robust framework and clear delineation of
powers, laid the foundation for a stable and dynamic government.
Understanding the articles of confederation vs constitution answer key is
vital for comprehending the development of the United States and its enduring
commitment to democracy and the rule of law.

Q: What were the main weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?
A: The main weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation included the lack of
a strong central government, no power to tax, inability to regulate
interstate commerce, and the requirement for unanimous consent for
amendments.

Q: How did the Constitution address the problems of
the Articles of Confederation?
A: The Constitution addressed these problems by creating a stronger federal
government with the power to tax, regulate commerce, and enforce laws through
an executive branch, along with a more flexible amendment process.

Q: What role did the Constitutional Convention play



in the transition from the Articles to the
Constitution?
A: The Constitutional Convention, held in 1787, was pivotal in drafting the
new Constitution in response to the inadequacies of the Articles of
Confederation, leading to the establishment of a more effective government
structure.

Q: Can you explain the significance of the
separation of powers in the Constitution?
A: The separation of powers is significant because it divides government
responsibilities into three branches—legislative, executive, and
judicial—ensuring that no single branch can dominate and providing a system
of checks and balances.

Q: What is federalism, and how is it represented in
the Constitution?
A: Federalism is a system of government in which power is divided between a
central authority and constituent political units. The Constitution
represents federalism by delineating powers between the national and state
governments.

Q: Why was unanimous consent required to amend the
Articles of Confederation?
A: Unanimous consent was required to amend the Articles of Confederation to
ensure that all states agreed to changes, reflecting the importance of state
sovereignty but ultimately leading to gridlock and stagnation.

Q: What were the Federalist Papers, and what role
did they play in the ratification of the
Constitution?
A: The Federalist Papers were a series of essays written by Alexander
Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay advocating for the ratification of the
Constitution, addressing concerns about the potential for federal overreach
and explaining the benefits of the new government structure.



Q: How did the Bill of Rights come to be part of the
Constitution?
A: The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution as the first ten
amendments in response to concerns that the original Constitution did not
sufficiently protect individual liberties, ensuring the protection of
fundamental rights.

Q: What lessons can be learned from the transition
from the Articles of Confederation to the
Constitution?
A: Lessons include the importance of a balanced government structure that can
effectively respond to national needs, the necessity of protecting individual
rights, and the value of compromise in governance.

Q: How does the Constitution continue to affect
American governance today?
A: The Constitution continues to affect American governance by serving as the
supreme law of the land, influencing legal interpretations, guiding the
legislative process, and providing a framework for civil rights and
liberties.
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