
chapter 20 chemical texture services answer key

chapter 20 chemical texture services answer key is a critical resource for anyone studying or working in the
field of cosmetology, particularly in the area of hair texture services. This chapter delves into the essential
techniques and products used to alter hair texture chemically, including perms and relaxers. Understanding
these services is vital for professionals in the beauty industry to provide effective and safe treatments to
clients. This article will explore the key concepts found in Chapter 20, including the different types of chemical
texture services, their applications, safety considerations, and the role of pH in hair chemistry. By the end of
this article, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of chemical texture services and their practical
applications in salon settings.
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Introduction to Chemical Texture Services

Chemical texture services are a fundamental aspect of hairdressing, allowing professionals to alter the
structure and appearance of hair. These services can create curls, waves, or straight styles that enhance a
client's overall look. Understanding the various methods and products is essential for delivering high-quality
results and maintaining hair health. In this section, we will cover the importance of chemical texture services
and their role in the beauty industry.

Types of Chemical Texture Services

There are several types of chemical texture services, each designed to achieve specific results. The most common
services include permanent waves (perms), hair relaxing treatments, and texturizing services. Understanding
these services allows professionals to recommend the best option for their clients.

Permanent Waves (Perms)

Perms are designed to create curls or waves in the hair. This service involves the use of chemical solutions
that break down the hair's natural bonds, allowing it to be reshaped around curl rods. Once the desired curl is
achieved, a neutralizer is applied to reform the bonds in their new shape.

Hair Relaxing Treatments

Hair relaxing treatments are used to straighten curly or wavy hair. This process involves the application of a



chemical relaxer that breaks the disulfide bonds in the hair, allowing it to be straightened. After the treatment,
a neutralizer is typically used to lock the hair in its straighter form. There are two primary types of relaxers:
lye and no-lye, each with specific properties and applications.

Texturizing Services

Texturizing services offer a more subtle approach to altering hair texture. These services include methods such
as soft waves and body waves, which add volume and movement without the commitment of a full perm.
Texturizing treatments can enhance natural waves or curls, providing a more relaxed look.

Understanding the Chemistry Behind Texture Services

The success of chemical texture services relies heavily on understanding hair chemistry. Hair is primarily
composed of a protein called keratin, which forms the structure of each strand. The chemical processes
involved in texture services manipulate the bonds within keratin, leading to changes in texture.

The Role of pH in Hair Chemistry

The pH level of products used in chemical texture services plays a crucial role in their effectiveness. Hair has a
natural pH level of around 4.5 to 5.5, which is slightly acidic. Products designed for chemical services are
formulated with varying pH levels to open or close the hair cuticle, allowing for better penetration of the
chemicals.

Acidic products (pH 4.5 - 5.5): Help to close the cuticle and are gentler on hair.

Alkaline products (pH 9 - 14): Open the cuticle, making it easier for chemicals to penetrate but can be
more damaging.

Safety and Precautions

Safety is paramount when performing chemical texture services. Both the stylist and the client must be
protected from potential hazards associated with chemical treatments. Proper knowledge of the products and
techniques can minimize risks and ensure satisfactory results.

Patch Testing

Before any chemical service, a patch test should be conducted to check for allergic reactions. This involves
applying a small amount of the product to a discreet area of skin and observing for any adverse reactions
over a 24-hour period.

Protective Measures

Stylists should always wear gloves to protect their skin from harsh chemicals. Additionally, clients should
have their skin and eyes protected, often by using capes and eyewear. Proper ventilation in the salon is also
crucial to avoid inhaling fumes from chemical products.



Application Techniques

The application of chemical texture services requires skill and precision. Each technique varies based on the
desired outcome, and understanding the correct method is essential for achieving the best results.

Step-by-Step Application for Perms

Consult with the client to determine the desired curl pattern and hair condition.1.

Perform a patch test if necessary.2.

Shampoo the hair to remove buildup, then section the hair into manageable parts.3.

Apply the perm solution evenly to each section, ensuring all hair is saturated.4.

Wrap the hair around the curl rods, securing them in place.5.

Process according to the product instructions, then rinse thoroughly.6.

Apply the neutralizer to set the curls, rinse again, and style as desired.7.

Step-by-Step Application for Relaxers

Consult with the client about their hair type and desired level of straightness.1.

Perform a patch test if required.2.

Section the hair and apply a protective base to the scalp to prevent irritation.3.

Apply the relaxer evenly, starting from the back and working towards the front.4.

Follow the manufacturer's instructions for processing time.5.

Rinse thoroughly, then apply a neutralizing shampoo to stop the chemical process.6.

Deep condition the hair to restore moisture and strength, then style as desired.7.

Conclusion

In summary, understanding chapter 20 chemical texture services answer key is essential for cosmetologists and
beauty professionals. By mastering the various chemical texture services, the underlying chemistry, safety
protocols, and application techniques, professionals can provide high-quality services that meet the diverse
needs of their clients. This knowledge not only enhances the stylist's skill set but also ensures client
satisfaction and hair health. Staying informed about the latest techniques and products will allow
professionals to thrive in the competitive beauty industry.



FAQ

Q: What are the main types of chemical texture services?
A: The main types of chemical texture services include permanent waves (perms), hair relaxing treatments, and
texturizing services. Each service is designed to achieve specific hair textures and styles.

Q: How do chemical texture services affect hair health?
A: Chemical texture services can alter the structure of hair, which may lead to potential damage if not
performed correctly. It is crucial to use quality products and follow safety protocols to minimize risks.

Q: What is the importance of pH in chemical texture services?
A: The pH level of products used in chemical texture services affects the hair cuticle's ability to open and
close. Acidic products are gentler on hair, while alkaline products can be more damaging if not used properly.

Q: How can I prepare a client for a chemical texture service?
A: Prepare the client by conducting a thorough consultation, performing a patch test for allergies, and
discussing the desired results and maintenance requirements.

Q: What safety measures should be taken during chemical texture services?
A: Stylists should wear gloves, protect the client's skin and eyes, ensure proper ventilation, and conduct
patch tests to avoid allergic reactions and irritations.

Q: Can I perform chemical texture services on previously treated hair?
A: It depends on the type of previous treatment and the current condition of the hair. Always assess the hair's
health and consult with the client before proceeding with additional chemical services.

Q: How often can chemical texture services be performed?
A: The frequency of chemical texture services depends on the hair type and condition, but generally, it is
recommended to wait at least 6-8 weeks between services to allow the hair to recover.

Q: What is the difference between lye and no-lye relaxers?
A: Lye relaxers contain sodium hydroxide and are more potent, providing faster results but can be harsher on
hair. No-lye relaxers use calcium thioglycolate and are gentler but may require more frequent applications.

Q: What aftercare should be followed after chemical texture services?
A: Aftercare includes using sulfate-free shampoos, deep conditioning treatments, and avoiding heat styling for
a period to maintain hair health and longevity of the treatment.
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