commonlit puritan laws and character
answer key

commonlit puritan laws and character answer key is a significant resource for understanding
the intricate social and legal structures that governed Puritan society. This article delves into the
various aspects of Puritan laws, their implications on daily life, and the character traits that were
valued in this distinct cultural context. By examining the answer key provided by CommonlLit, readers
can gain insights into how these laws influenced the behaviors and moral codes of individuals within
the Puritan community. This comprehensive exploration will not only highlight the legal frameworks
but also the character attributes deemed essential by the Puritans.

The following sections will cover the historical background of Puritan laws, the key principles behind
these laws, notable characters in Puritan literature, and how these elements interconnect. We will
also offer a detailed analysis of the CommonLit answer key to aid in understanding these complex
themes.
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Introduction to Puritan Laws

The Puritan movement emerged in the late 16th and early 17th centuries, primarily in England, as a
reaction against perceived Catholic influences in the Church of England. The Puritans sought to
"purify" the church and society by implementing strict moral and legal codes based on their
interpretation of the Bible. These laws were not merely legalistic; they were deeply rooted in the
community's religious beliefs and aimed at fostering a God-fearing society.

In Puritan society, laws governed everything from personal behavior to community interactions. This
comprehensive legal framework provided a sense of order and was intended to maintain the moral
fabric of the community. The Puritans believed that sin could corrupt both individuals and society at
large, which led to the establishment of laws that regulated not only conduct but also thoughts and
intentions.



Key Principles of Puritan Laws

The Puritan legal system was characterized by several foundational principles that shaped the
community's moral landscape. Understanding these principles is essential for grasping the essence of
Puritan laws.

Religious Foundations

At the core of Puritan laws was a strong belief in the sovereignty of God and the authority of scripture.
The Bible was seen as the ultimate guide for moral and legal standards. As such, laws were often
derived from biblical commandments and teachings, leading to strict penalties for transgressions.

Community and Accountability

Puritan society emphasized the importance of community. Laws were designed to hold individuals
accountable not just for their actions but for the actions of their neighbors as well. This collective
responsibility fostered a culture where community members were expected to report sins and support
one another in maintaining moral standards.

Focus on Morality

Puritan laws were heavily focused on morality and ethics. Activities considered sinful, such as
drinking, dancing, and theater, were often outlawed. The community aimed to uphold a lifestyle of
piety and discipline, with an emphasis on hard work, education, and family values.

Notable Characters in Puritan Literature

Puritan literature is rich with characters that embody the values and struggles of their society. These
figures often reflect the tensions between individual desires and communal expectations, illustrating
the complexities of living under Puritan laws.

John Proctor

In Arthur Miller's "The Crucible," John Proctor serves as a tragic hero who grapples with his moral
integrity amidst a society engulfed in hysteria. His character exemplifies the internal conflict faced by
many Puritans, torn between personal guilt and societal pressure.



Hester Prynne

Another significant character is Hester Prynne from Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Scarlet Letter."
Hester's experience of sin and redemption highlights the harsh realities of Puritan law, particularly
regarding issues of adultery and punishment. Her journey reflects the struggle for identity and self-
acceptance in a judgmental society.

Dimmesdale

Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale, also from "The Scarlet Letter," represents the moral conflict faced by
Puritan leaders. His hidden sin and public persona illustrate the immense pressure to conform to
societal expectations, making him a poignant example of the psychological toll of Puritan laws.

Analysis of CommonLit Answer Key

The CommonLit answer key for Puritan laws and character analysis provides valuable insights into
how these characters and laws interact. By examining the responses, educators and students can
better understand the thematic elements present in Puritan literature and the broader implications of
the laws on individual lives.

Understanding the Context

The answer key often emphasizes the significance of context in interpreting character motivations
and actions. For instance, understanding the historical backdrop of Puritan laws can illuminate why
characters like Proctor and Hester make the choices they do. This contextual analysis is crucial for a
comprehensive understanding of the literature.

Character Traits and Their Implications

Through the answer key, common traits such as integrity, guilt, and rebellion are explored. These
traits reflect the struggle between individualism and conformity, showcasing how Puritan laws
influenced personal decisions. Recognizing these traits helps students engage with the text on a
deeper level, fostering critical thinking.

The Impact of Laws on Characters

Lastly, the answer key often highlights how Puritan laws shape the fates of characters within the
narratives. The consequences of breaking these laws serve as cautionary tales, reinforcing the



Puritanical belief in divine retribution and social order.

Conclusion

In summary, the exploration of commonlit puritan laws and character answer key reveals the complex
interplay between legal frameworks and individual morality in Puritan society. By understanding the
historical context, key principles of Puritan laws, and notable characters in literature, readers can gain
profound insights into the societal norms that shaped the lives of Puritans. This comprehensive
analysis not only highlights the rigidity of Puritan laws but also illuminates the human experiences
that challenge and navigate these constraints.

Q: What were the primary goals of Puritan laws?

A: The primary goals of Puritan laws were to maintain a moral society based on biblical teachings, to
ensure community accountability, and to promote piety and discipline among individuals.

Q: How did Puritan laws affect personal freedoms?

A: Puritan laws significantly restricted personal freedoms by outlawing behaviors deemed sinful, such
as drinking and dancing, in order to uphold communal moral standards.

Q: Can you provide examples of Puritan literature that
illustrate these laws?

A: Notable examples include "The Crucible" by Arthur Miller and "The Scarlet Letter" by Nathaniel
Hawthorne, both of which explore the impact of Puritan laws on individual characters.

Q: How does the CommonlLit answer key aid in understanding
Puritan literature?

A: The CommonLit answer key provides insights into character motivations, contextual analysis, and
thematic elements, enhancing comprehension and critical engagement with the texts.

Q: What character traits are typically emphasized in Puritan
literature?

A: Common character traits in Puritan literature include integrity, quilt, rebellion, and the struggle
between individual desires and societal expectations.



Q: Why are characters like John Proctor and Hester Prynne
significant?

A: John Proctor and Hester Prynne are significant because they embody the conflicts between
personal morality and societal pressure, illustrating the human experience under strict Puritan laws.

Q: What role did community play in Puritan laws?

A: Community played a crucial role in Puritan laws, as individuals were held accountable not just for
their actions but for the actions of their neighbors, fostering a culture of collective responsibility.

Q: How did Puritan laws influence education and family
values?

A: Puritan laws promoted education and family values as means to reinforce moral standards and
ensure that future generations adhered to communal beliefs and practices.

Q: What impact did Puritan laws have on religious practices?

A: Puritan laws heavily influenced religious practices by mandating strict adherence to biblical
teachings and creating a culture where deviation from these teachings was met with severe
consequences.
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