
lesson 86 commas in review answer key

lesson 86 commas in review answer key is a pivotal resource for anyone looking to master the intricacies of
comma usage in the English language. This lesson provides a comprehensive overview of the rules
governing commas, enhancing clarity and coherence in writing. In this article, we will dissect the essential
elements covered in lesson 86, offering insights into the answer key that accompanies it. We will explore
various types of comma usage, common mistakes, and practical examples to solidify understanding.
Additionally, this article will serve as a guide for educators and students alike, ensuring that the principles
of comma usage are well understood and correctly applied.
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Understanding Comma Usage

Commas are essential punctuation marks that serve multiple purposes in writing. They help to clarify
meaning, separate elements in a list, and indicate pauses in sentences. Understanding how to use commas
properly is crucial for effective communication. This section will outline the basic functions of commas and
their significance in enhancing readability.

Functions of Commas

Commas have several key functions in sentences, including:

Separating Items in a Series: Commas are used to separate three or more items in a list. For example:



"We bought apples, oranges, bananas, and grapes."

Setting Off Introductory Elements: Commas often follow introductory phrases or clauses. For
instance: "After dinner, we went for a walk."

Separating Independent Clauses: When two independent clauses are joined by a conjunction, a
comma precedes the conjunction. Example: "I wanted to go for a run, but it started to rain."

Enclosing Nonessential Information: Nonessential clauses or phrases that provide additional
information but can be removed without altering the main sentence require commas. For instance:
"My brother, who lives in New York, is visiting."

Direct Address: When addressing someone directly, commas are used to set off the name. Example:
"Can you help me, John?"

These functions highlight the versatility of commas and their role in creating clear, effective
communication.

Key Rules of Comma Placement

To master comma usage, it is essential to be aware of the key rules that govern their placement in
sentences. This section will outline these rules in detail, enhancing your understanding of when and
where to use commas.

Basic Comma Rules

The following rules are fundamental to proper comma placement:

Use a comma before coordinating conjunctions: When joining two independent clauses with a
coordinating conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so), a comma is required. Example: "She wanted
to go to the movies, but she had no money."

Use commas to separate adjectives: When two or more adjectives equally modify a noun, they should
be separated by a comma. For example: "It was a long, tiring day."

Place commas in dates and addresses: Use commas to separate elements in dates (e.g., "July 4, 1776")



and in addresses (e.g., "123 Main Street, Springfield, IL").

Use commas in direct quotations: When introducing a quotation, a comma is used. Example: She said,
"I will be there soon."

These rules lay the foundation for effective comma usage, ensuring clarity in writing.

Common Mistakes with Commas

Even seasoned writers can fall prey to common comma-related errors. This section will identify these
pitfalls and provide guidance on how to avoid them.

Typical Comma Errors

Here are some prevalent mistakes to watch for:

Comma Splices: This error occurs when two independent clauses are joined by a comma without a
conjunction. For example: "It was raining, I stayed home." This should be corrected to: "It was
raining, so I stayed home."

Omitting Commas in Lists: Failing to use commas in a series can lead to confusion. For instance: "I
bought apples oranges bananas and grapes" should be: "I bought apples, oranges, bananas, and grapes."

Overusing Commas: While commas are important, excessive use can clutter writing. It's crucial to
strike a balance.

Misplacing Commas: Placing commas incorrectly can alter the meaning of a sentence. For example,
"Let's eat, Grandma!" versus "Let's eat Grandma!" illustrates this point.

Being aware of these common mistakes is crucial for improving punctuation skills and ensuring clear
communication.



Practical Applications of Commas

Understanding comma rules is one thing; applying them effectively in writing is another. This section will
discuss practical applications of commas and provide examples to illustrate their use.

Using Commas in Different Contexts

Commas can be employed in various writing contexts, including:

Creative Writing: In storytelling, commas can enhance pacing and clarity. For example: "The sun set
slowly, painting the sky in hues of orange and pink."

Academic Writing: In essays and research papers, proper comma usage is essential for clarity and
professionalism. For instance: "The results of the study were conclusive; however, further research is
needed."

Business Communication: In emails and reports, clear punctuation is vital. Example: "Please review
the attached document, and let me know your thoughts."

These examples demonstrate the importance of commas across various writing styles and contexts,
reinforcing the need for mastery over their use.

Conclusion

The mastery of comma usage is an indispensable skill for effective writing. By understanding the rules and
common pitfalls associated with commas, writers can enhance the clarity and professionalism of their work.
The lessons learned from lesson 86, along with its answer key, serve as valuable resources for both students
and educators. As you continue to practice and apply these rules, you will find that proper comma usage
becomes second nature, greatly improving the quality of your writing.

Q: What is the primary focus of lesson 86 commas in review answer key?
A: The primary focus of lesson 86 commas in review answer key is to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the rules governing comma usage in English writing, along with practical examples and



common mistakes to avoid.

Q: How do commas affect sentence clarity?
A: Commas help to clarify the meaning of sentences by indicating pauses, separating items in lists, and
distinguishing between clauses, which ultimately enhances readability and comprehension.

Q: What are some examples of common comma errors?
A: Common comma errors include comma splices, omitting commas in lists, overusing commas, and
misplacing commas, all of which can lead to confusion or misinterpretation of the text.

Q: Can you provide an example of correct comma usage in a sentence?
A: Yes, an example of correct comma usage is: "Before I go to bed, I always read a book." The comma
separates the introductory phrase from the main clause.

Q: Why is it important to learn comma rules?
A: Learning comma rules is crucial because proper punctuation promotes clear communication, prevents
misunderstandings, and enhances the professionalism of written work.

Q: How can I practice my comma usage skills?
A: You can practice your comma usage skills by writing sentences, identifying the components that
require commas, and reviewing exercises that focus on comma placement rules.

Q: Are there any resources available for further learning about commas?
A: Yes, many educational websites, grammar books, and online courses offer resources for learning about
comma rules and practicing their application in writing.

Q: What role do commas play in academic writing?
A: In academic writing, commas are essential for clarifying complex sentence structures, ensuring that
arguments are presented clearly, and maintaining a formal tone throughout the text.



Q: How do commas enhance creative writing?
A: Commas enhance creative writing by allowing authors to control pacing, create pauses for effect, and
clarify relationships between ideas, ultimately enriching the reader's experience.

Q: What advice do you have for avoiding comma overuse?
A: To avoid comma overuse, focus on the primary functions of commas, read your writing aloud to gauge
natural pauses, and revise sentences to eliminate unnecessary punctuation.
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