
mercantilism dbq answer key
mercantilism dbq answer key is a critical resource for students and educators
analyzing the economic theory and practices of mercantilism. This article
delves into the fundamental concepts of mercantilism, its historical context,
and how to effectively analyze Document-Based Questions (DBQs) related to
this economic doctrine. By exploring the essential elements of mercantilism,
the article will provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic,
including key terms, principles, and historical implications. Additionally,
it will guide readers on crafting well-informed answers to DBQs, ensuring
that they can engage with the material confidently. This article serves as a
valuable tool for anyone seeking to enhance their knowledge of mercantilism
and improve their analytical skills.
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Understanding Mercantilism
Mercantilism is an economic theory that dominated European thought from the
16th to the 18th century. The primary belief of mercantilism is that a
nation’s strength is directly related to its wealth, especially its stock of
precious metals like gold and silver. This theory led to the establishment of
policies aimed at increasing national wealth through a favorable balance of
trade, particularly by exporting more than importing.

Defining Mercantilism
At its core, mercantilism emphasizes government regulation of the economy to
enhance state power. It advocates for a strong central authority that
controls trade and commerce, aiming to accumulate wealth through trade
surpluses. This was often achieved through tariffs, monopolies, and colonial
expansion.



The Role of Colonies
Colonies played a crucial role in the mercantilist system. European powers,
such as Britain, France, and Spain, established colonies to secure raw
materials unavailable in Europe and to create markets for their manufactured
goods. These relationships were designed to benefit the mother country
economically, reinforcing the mercantilist philosophy.

Historical Context of Mercantilism
The rise of mercantilism coincided with the Age of Exploration and the
subsequent establishment of colonial empires. This period saw European
nations seeking new trade routes and territories to enhance their economic
positions. The competition among these nations fueled mercantilist policies
and practices, which significantly shaped global trade dynamics.

Mercantilism in Europe
In Europe, mercantilism emerged as a response to the economic challenges of
the time, including inflation and competition for resources. Nations
implemented various policies to protect their industries and promote exports.
Notably, the Navigation Acts in England mandated that certain goods could
only be shipped on English ships, ensuring that profits remained within the
British economy.

Impact on Global Trade
The mercantilist approach had profound effects on global trade patterns. It
led to the establishment of trade monopolies and the exploitation of
colonies. Additionally, it intensified competition among European powers,
resulting in conflicts and wars over trade routes and territories. The
repercussions of these mercantilist policies are still evident in
contemporary economic practices and international relations.

Key Principles of Mercantilism
Understanding the principles of mercantilism is essential for analyzing its
impact on historical and modern economies. Below are the critical tenets of
mercantilist thought.

Favorable Balance of Trade: Mercantilists believed that exporting more
goods than importing was vital to accumulating wealth.

Government Intervention: A strong government was seen as necessary to



regulate the economy, control trade, and protect national interests.

Colonial Expansion: Colonies were viewed as essential for providing raw
materials and markets for manufactured goods.

Precious Metals: Wealth was equated with the quantity of gold and silver
a nation possessed, leading to policies aimed at increasing these
reserves.

Promotion of Manufacturing: Mercantilism encouraged the development of
domestic industries to reduce reliance on foreign goods.

Analyzing DBQs about Mercantilism
Document-Based Questions (DBQs) require students to analyze historical
documents and construct a coherent argument. When approaching a DBQ on
mercantilism, it is crucial to understand the documents provided and how they
relate to the principles of mercantilism.

Steps for Analyzing DBQs
To effectively analyze DBQs related to mercantilism, follow these steps:

Read the Prompt Carefully: Understand what the question is asking and1.
identify the key themes.

Analyze the Documents: Examine each document, noting the author’s2.
perspective, purpose, and context.

Develop a Thesis: Formulate a clear thesis statement that addresses the3.
prompt and incorporates evidence from the documents.

Organize Your Argument: Structure your response logically, using4.
evidence from the documents to support your claims.

Conclude Effectively: Summarize your main points and reiterate the5.
significance of mercantilism in the context of the question.

Sample DBQ Questions and Answers
To further illustrate how to approach DBQs on mercantilism, here are some
sample questions along with guidance on how to respond.



Sample Question 1
“To what extent did mercantilism contribute to the economic development of
European nations in the 17th century?”

In answering this question, students should analyze documents that highlight
the economic policies of different nations, the role of colonies, and the
overall impact on trade and wealth accumulation. A strong thesis might argue
that mercantilism significantly enhanced the economic power of European
nations by promoting trade and colonization, while also acknowledging its
limitations, such as the exploitation of colonial resources.

Sample Question 2
“Evaluate the effectiveness of mercantilist policies in achieving national
wealth.”

Students should examine documents that illustrate various mercantilist
policies, such as tariffs and trade regulations. An effective answer would
discuss the successes and failures of these policies, including their impacts
on both domestic economies and international trade relations.

Conclusion
Understanding mercantilism and its implications for historical and modern
economies is essential for analyzing economic theories and practices. The
principles of mercantilism shaped the development of nations, influenced
trade dynamics, and established policies that are still relevant today. By
mastering the analysis of DBQs related to mercantilism, students can engage
deeply with historical economic concepts and develop critical thinking skills
that extend beyond the classroom.

Q: What is mercantilism?
A: Mercantilism is an economic theory that emphasizes the importance of
government regulation of the economy to increase national wealth, primarily
through a favorable balance of trade and the accumulation of precious metals.

Q: How did mercantilism influence colonial policies?
A: Mercantilism influenced colonial policies by promoting the establishment
of colonies as sources of raw materials and markets for manufactured goods,
leading to exploitative trade practices and economic dependency.



Q: What were the main principles of mercantilism?
A: The main principles of mercantilism include a favorable balance of trade,
government intervention in the economy, colonial expansion, the accumulation
of precious metals, and the promotion of domestic manufacturing.

Q: How can students effectively analyze a DBQ on
mercantilism?
A: Students can effectively analyze a DBQ on mercantilism by carefully
reading the prompt, analyzing the provided documents, developing a clear
thesis, organizing their argument logically, and concluding effectively.

Q: What is the historical significance of
mercantilism?
A: The historical significance of mercantilism lies in its role in shaping
economic policies, influencing colonial expansion, and establishing trade
practices that affected global economics and international relations during
the early modern period.

Q: Can you provide examples of mercantilist
policies?
A: Examples of mercantilist policies include tariffs on imports, subsidies
for domestic industries, navigation acts that restricted trade to certain
ships, and monopolies granted to specific companies.

Q: What were the criticisms of mercantilism?
A: Criticisms of mercantilism include its reliance on government
intervention, the economic exploitation of colonies, and its failure to adapt
to the changing dynamics of global trade, leading to the eventual rise of
free-market economics.

Q: How did mercantilism pave the way for modern
economic theories?
A: Mercantilism paved the way for modern economic theories by laying the
groundwork for the understanding of trade dynamics, state intervention in the
economy, and the importance of national wealth in economic policy
discussions.



Q: What role did mercantilism play in the
development of European nation-states?
A: Mercantilism played a crucial role in the development of European nation-
states by promoting centralized economic policies, fostering national
identity through economic independence, and encouraging competition among
states for resources and trade routes.
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