
the great gatsby setting map
assignment answer key

the great gatsby setting map assignment answer key serves as a vital resource
for students and educators delving into F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel,
"The Great Gatsby." The setting of the novel is not merely a backdrop; it
plays a crucial role in shaping the characters' identities and the story's
themes. Understanding the geographical and social landscape of the novel can
significantly enhance comprehension and analysis. This article will explore
the significance of the setting in "The Great Gatsby," provide a detailed
overview of the locations depicted in the novel, and offer insights into how
these elements contribute to the overarching narrative. Additionally, we will
present an answer key for a setting map assignment that students can use to
deepen their understanding of the text and its contextual elements.
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Introduction to the Great Gatsby's Setting

The setting of "The Great Gatsby" is intricately woven into the fabric of the
narrative, influencing character behavior and the unfolding of events. The
novel is primarily set in the fictional areas of West Egg and East Egg, two
communities on Long Island, New York, during the Roaring Twenties. This
historical context is essential, as it reflects the era's cultural dynamics
and economic prosperity. The contrast between the two settings not only
highlights the social stratifications of the time but also serves as a
commentary on the American Dream. By examining the geographical locations
within the novel, students can better understand the motivations and desires
of characters like Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, and Tom Buchanan.

Key Locations in the Great Gatsby

West Egg

West Egg is depicted as the home of new money, where characters like Jay
Gatsby reside. It symbolizes the aspiration and the pursuit of wealth that
characterized the American Dream in the early 20th century. Gatsby's



extravagant mansion is a focal point of the narrative, representing his
desire to win back Daisy and his quest for acceptance in high society.

East Egg

In contrast, East Egg represents old money and the established elite, where
characters such as Tom and Daisy Buchanan live. This location underscores
themes of privilege and the inherent disparities between social classes. The
Buchanans' lifestyle reflects a sense of entitlement and moral decay,
providing a stark contrast to Gatsby's hopeful yet ultimately doomed
aspirations.

The Valley of Ashes

The Valley of Ashes is another significant location that symbolizes the moral
and social decay resulting from the uninhibited pursuit of wealth. It serves
as a stark reminder of the consequences of industrialization and the plight
of the working class, represented by characters like George Wilson. The
desolate landscape contrasts sharply with the opulence of the Eggs,
emphasizing the novel's critique of the American Dream.

The City

New York City, with its vibrant nightlife and allure, acts as a backdrop for
many key events in the narrative. It represents the excitement and excess of
the Jazz Age but also serves as a place where the characters confront their
realities. The city is a place of both dreams and disillusionments,
highlighting the duality of the American experience during this time.

Thematic Significance of the Setting

The setting of "The Great Gatsby" is not only a physical space but also a
thematic device that reinforces the novel's core messages. The juxtaposition
of West Egg and East Egg illustrates the divide between social classes and
the illusion of the American Dream. While Gatsby's lavish parties in West Egg
showcase the allure of wealth, they also reveal the emptiness that
accompanies such excess.

Class Disparities

Fitzgerald uses the settings to explore class disparities and the social
hierarchy of the 1920s. The characters' interactions with their environments
provide insight into their motivations and aspirations. For instance,
Gatsby's relentless pursuit of wealth is driven by his desire to bridge the
gap between himself and Daisy, who embodies the old-money elite.



Illusion vs. Reality

The settings also highlight the theme of illusion versus reality. Gatsby's
mansion, with its grandiosity, is a façade that conceals the emptiness of his
pursuits. The opulence of East Egg contrasts with the desolation of the
Valley of Ashes, further emphasizing the disparity between appearance and
truth within the characters' lives.

Creating a Great Gatsby Setting Map

Creating a setting map for "The Great Gatsby" can enhance students'
understanding of the novel's geography and thematic elements. A setting map
should include key locations and their significance, providing visual aids
that connect the physical locations to the narrative's events and themes.

Steps to Create a Setting Map

Identify key locations: Start by listing significant places such as West1.
Egg, East Egg, the Valley of Ashes, and New York City.

Analyze the significance: For each location, write a brief description2.
of its thematic relevance and its role in character development.

Map the locations: Use a blank map of Long Island or create a digital3.
version, marking each location accurately.

Add details: Include important events that take place in each location,4.
along with character connections.

Reflect on themes: Consider how the locations contribute to the novel's5.
themes of class, aspiration, and the American Dream.

Answer Key for Setting Map Assignment

To assist with the setting map assignment, below is a comprehensive answer
key that outlines the key locations and their significance within "The Great
Gatsby." This key can serve as a guide for students as they explore the
geographical and thematic elements of the novel.

West Egg

Home to Gatsby and symbolizing new money, it represents aspiration and the
pursuit of the American Dream.



East Egg

Home to Tom and Daisy Buchanan, it symbolizes old money and social elitism,
highlighting class distinctions.

The Valley of Ashes

This desolate area represents moral decay and the consequences of the
American Dream, showcasing the plight of the working class.

New York City

A place of excitement and excess, it serves as a backdrop for key events and
illustrates the duality of the American experience.

Conclusion

The setting of "The Great Gatsby" is a multifaceted element that enriches the
narrative and underscores its themes. By understanding the geographical
context and its significance, readers can gain deeper insights into the
characters' motivations and the societal commentary woven throughout the
novel. The provided setting map assignment answer key serves as a valuable
resource for students seeking to enhance their comprehension of Fitzgerald's
work. Engaging with the settings not only illuminates the characters'
journeys but also invites reflections on broader themes that resonate across
time and culture.

Q: What is the significance of West Egg in "The Great
Gatsby"?
A: West Egg represents new money and the pursuit of the American Dream,
showcasing aspiration and the complexities of social acceptance through
characters like Jay Gatsby.

Q: How does East Egg differ from West Egg?
A: East Egg symbolizes old money and established social elite, contrasting
with West Egg's new money. This distinction highlights themes of privilege
and social stratification.

Q: What does the Valley of Ashes represent in the
novel?
A: The Valley of Ashes symbolizes moral and social decay resulting from the
pursuit of wealth, reflecting the consequences of industrialization and the
plight of the working class.



Q: How does the setting influence the characters in
"The Great Gatsby"?
A: The setting shapes the characters' identities, motivations, and
interactions, illustrating the social dynamics and aspirations of the 1920s.

Q: Why is New York City important in "The Great
Gatsby"?
A: New York City serves as a backdrop for key events, representing the
excitement of the Jazz Age while also highlighting the characters'
confrontations with reality and disillusionment.

Q: What themes are emphasized through the settings in
"The Great Gatsby"?
A: Themes of class disparities, illusion versus reality, and the critique of
the American Dream are emphasized through the contrasting settings of West
Egg, East Egg, and the Valley of Ashes.

Q: How can a setting map enhance understanding of the
novel?
A: A setting map visually connects key locations to the narrative, helping
readers understand the geographical context and thematic significance,
thereby deepening their overall comprehension.

Q: What is the role of Gatsby's mansion in the story?
A: Gatsby's mansion symbolizes his wealth and aspirations, serving as a venue
for his extravagant parties and representing the emptiness of his pursuits
for acceptance and love.

Q: How do the settings reflect the American Dream?
A: The settings illustrate the allure and disillusionment of the American
Dream, with West Egg representing ambition and hope, while the Valley of
Ashes reflects the harsh realities and moral decay resulting from that
pursuit.

Q: What is the impact of the 1920s setting on the
characters' lifestyles?
A: The 1920s setting, marked by excess and cultural change, influences the
characters' lifestyles, choices, and relationships, shaping their aspirations
and ultimately leading to their downfalls.
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