
the missouri compromise 1820 map answer
key
the missouri compromise 1820 map answer key is a crucial educational resource that helps
students and historians understand the complex legislative agreement that aimed to balance the
interests of slave and free states in the early 19th century United States. This article delves into the
historical context of the Missouri Compromise, its significance in American history, and the
geographical implications represented in the associated map. By exploring the details of the
compromise, the political climate of the time, and the resulting territorial divisions, readers will gain
a comprehensive understanding of this pivotal moment in U.S. history. The article will also provide
insights into how the Missouri Compromise shaped future relations between the North and South,
setting the stage for further conflicts leading up to the Civil War.
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Understanding the Missouri Compromise

The Missouri Compromise was a significant legislative agreement passed by the United States
Congress in 1820. It was designed to resolve the contentious issue of slavery's expansion into the
newly acquired territories following the Louisiana Purchase. At its core, the compromise sought to
maintain a balance of power between slave states and free states in the Union. The admission of
Missouri as a slave state and Maine as a free state was central to this agreement, creating a delicate
equilibrium in Congress.

The debate surrounding the Missouri Compromise highlighted the growing sectional divisions within
the United States. As new territories were being settled and populated, the question of whether
these regions would allow slavery became a pressing issue. The Missouri Compromise attempted to
address these tensions by establishing a geographic boundary for slavery in the western territories,
which would have lasting implications for the nation's future.



The Historical Context

To fully understand the Missouri Compromise, it is essential to consider the historical context of the
early 19th century. The period was marked by rapid westward expansion, fueled by the belief in
Manifest Destiny—the idea that the United States was destined to expand across the North
American continent. This expansion brought about new territories, such as those acquired through
the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, which raised questions about the extension of slavery into these
regions.

The political landscape was characterized by a struggle between pro-slavery and anti-slavery
factions within Congress. By the time Missouri applied for statehood in 1819, tensions were high.
The balance of power was precarious, with 11 free states and 11 slave states. The admission of
Missouri as a slave state would tip this balance, leading to fears among northern politicians of a
permanent pro-slavery majority in Congress.

The Compromise Details

The Missouri Compromise, crafted by Senator Henry Clay, included several key provisions. Firstly,
Missouri was admitted as a slave state, while Maine was admitted as a free state, maintaining the
balance of power in Congress. Additionally, the compromise established the 36°30′ parallel as the
dividing line for future states in the Louisiana Territory. This line would designate territories north
of it as free and those south of it as open to slavery.

The provisions of the Missouri Compromise can be summarized as follows:

Missouri admitted as a slave state.

Maine admitted as a free state.

Establishment of the 36°30′ line as the boundary for slavery in the Louisiana Territory.

This compromise was seen as a temporary solution, yet it was pivotal in delaying the inevitable
conflicts over slavery that would eventually lead to the Civil War. The agreement was a testament to
the lengths to which lawmakers would go to preserve the Union amidst growing divisions.

Geographical Implications: The 1820 Map

The Missouri Compromise is often illustrated through maps showing the division of slave and free
territories. The 1820 map that emerged as a result of the compromise visually represented the
political and social landscape of the time. This map indicated the areas where slavery was permitted
and where it was prohibited, offering a stark visualization of the sectional divides.



Key features of the 1820 map include:

The delineation of Missouri as a slave state.

The designation of the northern territories, particularly those above the 36°30′ line, as free
territories.

The representation of future states and their potential status regarding slavery.

This map served not only as a tool for understanding the geographic implications of the compromise
but also as a symbolic representation of the ongoing struggle between pro-slavery and anti-slavery
forces in the United States. It illustrated the physical boundaries that would come to define the
national debate over slavery in the years to come.

Impact of the Compromise on Future Legislation

The Missouri Compromise had far-reaching effects on American politics and legislation in the
ensuing decades. While it temporarily quelled tensions, it did not resolve the underlying issues
surrounding slavery. The compromise set a precedent for future negotiations regarding the status of
slavery in newly acquired territories and states. However, as the nation continued to expand, the
limitations of the compromise became increasingly evident.

Subsequent legislation, such as the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854,
sought to address the growing divide but ultimately led to further conflict. The Kansas-Nebraska
Act, in particular, repealed the Missouri Compromise's boundary line, leading to violent
confrontations known as "Bleeding Kansas." These events underscored the failure of the Missouri
Compromise to provide a lasting solution to the slavery issue.

Legacy of the Missouri Compromise

The legacy of the Missouri Compromise is complex. While it is often viewed as a necessary step in
maintaining peace between the North and South, it also highlighted the deep-seated divisions within
the country. The compromise is frequently cited as an example of the difficulties lawmakers faced in
addressing the issue of slavery directly.

Ultimately, the Missouri Compromise is remembered as a pivotal moment in American history that
foreshadowed the Civil War. It laid the groundwork for future debates over slavery and territorial
expansion, and its implications continue to be studied by historians and scholars today. The
compromise serves as a reminder of the challenges of governance in a diverse and divided nation
and the ongoing struggle for civil rights and justice.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What was the main purpose of the Missouri Compromise?
A: The main purpose of the Missouri Compromise was to maintain the balance of power between
slave states and free states in the United States as new territories were being settled. It aimed to
address the contentious issue of slavery's expansion into new territories acquired through the
Louisiana Purchase.

Q: How did the Missouri Compromise affect the admission of
new states?
A: The Missouri Compromise established the 36°30′ parallel as a boundary for future states in the
Louisiana Territory, allowing states north of this line to be free and those south of it to permit
slavery. This division influenced the admission of new states and the ongoing debate over slavery.

Q: Who was responsible for crafting the Missouri
Compromise?
A: Senator Henry Clay was the primary architect of the Missouri Compromise. He played a
significant role in negotiating the terms of the compromise to appease both pro-slavery and anti-
slavery factions in Congress.

Q: What were the long-term effects of the Missouri
Compromise?
A: The long-term effects of the Missouri Compromise included the temporary resolution of sectional
tensions, but it ultimately failed to provide a lasting solution to the issue of slavery, leading to
further conflicts such as the Kansas-Nebraska Act and ultimately the Civil War.

Q: How is the Missouri Compromise viewed in historical
context?
A: The Missouri Compromise is viewed as a significant but ultimately flawed attempt to address the
issue of slavery in the United States. It is often seen as both a necessary compromise at the time and
a precursor to the deeper divisions that would lead to the Civil War.

Q: Did the Missouri Compromise end the debate over slavery?
A: No, the Missouri Compromise did not end the debate over slavery. Instead, it postponed the
conflict and set a precedent for future legislative battles regarding the expansion of slavery, which



continued to escalate in the following decades.

Q: What was the significance of the 36°30′ line established by
the Missouri Compromise?
A: The 36°30′ line was significant because it served as a geographical boundary that determined the
legality of slavery in the newly acquired territories. This line became a focal point for future disputes
over the expansion of slavery in the United States.

Q: How did the Missouri Compromise influence American
politics?
A: The Missouri Compromise influenced American politics by highlighting the sectional divides
between the North and South and setting a precedent for negotiating compromises over slavery. It
led to increased political polarization and foreshadowed future conflicts over civil rights and state
sovereignty.

Q: Are there any maps that illustrate the Missouri
Compromise?
A: Yes, maps illustrating the Missouri Compromise depict the division of slave and free territories,
including the designation of Missouri as a slave state and the establishment of the 36°30′ line. These
maps are important for understanding the geographical implications of the compromise.
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