the monkey paw answer key

the monkey paw answer key is a crucial resource for students and educators seeking to
understand the underlying themes and moral lessons from the classic short story "The Monkey's
Paw" by W.W. Jacobs. This article delves deeply into the various aspects of the story, including its
summary, character analysis, themes, and the significance of the infamous monkey paw itself.
Additionally, it provides an answer key that can guide readers through the complex narrative and
enhance their comprehension of key elements. By the end of this article, you will have a
comprehensive understanding of the story and its implications.
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Introduction to "The Monkey's Paw"

W.W. Jacobs' "The Monkey's Paw" is a seminal piece of literature that explores the consequences of
tampering with fate. The narrative revolves around the White family, who come into possession of a
magical monkey paw that grants them three wishes. However, each wish comes with unintended and
tragic consequences, prompting readers to ponder the age-old question of whether one should be
careful what they wish for. The story's rich symbolism, intricate character development, and
profound themes make it a popular subject for study in literary circles, particularly in academic
settings. Understanding the monkey paw answer key can significantly enhance comprehension and
appreciation of the text.

Summary of "The Monkey's Paw"

The story begins with the White family—Mr. and Mrs. White and their son Herbert—sitting in their
cozy home when they are visited by Sergeant-Major Morris. He introduces them to the monkey paw,
a talisman that supposedly grants three wishes to its owner but carries a dire warning about its
potential consequences. Despite the sergeant's caution, Mr. White is intrigued and ultimately
acquires the paw.

The first wish made by Mr. White is for two hundred pounds to pay off the mortgage. Shortly after,



Herbert dies in a workplace accident, and the family receives exactly two hundred pounds in
compensation. The harrowing realization of the cost of their wish sets the tone for the subsequent
events.

In their grief, Mrs. White urges Mr. White to use the second wish to bring Herbert back to life. After
much hesitation, he complies, but the outcome is horrifying. Herbert returns, but he is mangled and
unrecognizable. Terrified by the sight of their son, Mr. White uses the final wish to undo the
previous one, leading to an ambiguous but unsettling ending.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Monkey's Paw" are intricately crafted, each representing different aspects of
human nature and morality. The main characters include:

e Mr. White: A well-meaning but naive father whose curiosity leads to tragic consequences. His
character embodies the theme of human folly.

e Mrs. White: A loving mother driven by grief, her desire to bring back her son highlights the
lengths to which one will go when faced with loss.

e Herbert White: The son whose death serves as the catalyst for the family's tragic downfall.
His character illustrates the innocent victim of his parents' desires.

¢ Sergeant-Major Morris: The experienced soldier who introduces the paw to the Whites,
representing the voice of caution and the consequences of meddling with fate.

Through these characters, Jacobs explores themes of desire, consequence, and the human condition.
The dynamics within the White family showcase the strength of familial bonds, but also how quickly
they can be shattered by greed and regret.

Themes and Motifs

The themes in "The Monkey's Paw" are profound and resonate deeply with readers. Key themes
include:

e Fate and Free Will: The story raises questions about the extent of human control over
destiny. The monkey paw symbolizes the dangers of attempting to alter fate.

¢ Greed and Consequences: The Whites' wishes reflect a deeper greed, as they fail to consider
the repercussions of their desires.

e Grief and Loss: The narrative explores the depths of parental love and the pain of losing a
child, illustrating how grief can lead to irrational decisions.

e Supernatural vs. Reality: The magical elements of the story contrast sharply with the harsh
realities faced by the characters, emphasizing the unpredictability of life.



Each theme is intricately woven into the narrative, providing layers of meaning that invite analysis
and discussion. The motifs of the monkey paw itself and the repeated warnings serve as reminders of
the story's moral lessons.

The Monkey Paw Answer Key

The monkey paw answer key serves as an essential tool for educators and students alike. It provides
insights into the story's plot points, character motivations, and thematic elements. Below are some
key questions and their corresponding answers that may be included in an answer key for "The
Monkey's Paw":

1. What does the monkey paw symbolize?
A: The monkey paw symbolizes the dangers of wish fulfillment and the unforeseen
consequences of trying to control fate.

2. How does Herbert's death affect the White family?
A: Herbert's death brings profound grief and regret, leading Mrs. White to insist on using the
second wish to bring him back, which ultimately results in further tragedy.

3. What role does Sergeant-Major Morris play in the story?
A: Sergeant-Major Morris serves as a cautionary figure who understands the paw's sinister
nature and advises the Whites against using it.

4. What is the significance of the final wish?
A: The final wish signifies Mr. White's acceptance of the consequences of their actions and the
desire to revert to the normalcy of life before the paw's influence.

5. How does the setting contribute to the story's mood?
A: The cozy and comfortable setting of the White household contrasts sharply with the dark
themes of the story, heightening the sense of horror and tragedy as events unfold.

This answer key can help facilitate discussions and deepen understanding of the text, making it a
valuable resource for anyone studying "The Monkey's Paw."

Conclusion

In summary, "The Monkey's Paw" by W.W. Jacobs is a compelling exploration of human desire and
its consequences. The story's intricate plot, well-developed characters, and profound themes invite
readers to reflect on the nature of fate and the moral lessons embedded within. The monkey paw
answer key serves as a crucial tool in unlocking the deeper meanings of the narrative, making it an
indispensable resource for students and educators. By engaging with the text and utilizing the
answer key, readers can enhance their understanding and appreciation of this timeless tale of
caution.



Q: What is the main moral lesson of “"The Monkey's Paw"?

A: The main moral lesson of "The Monkey's Paw" is that one should be careful what they wish for, as
desires can lead to unintended and often tragic consequences.

Q: How does the monkey paw affect the dynamic of the White
family?

A: The monkey paw introduces greed and tragedy into the White family's dynamic, ultimately leading
to their destruction and highlighting the fragility of human relationships.

Q: What literary devices does W.W. Jacobs use in "The
Monkey's Paw"?

A: Jacobs employs foreshadowing, irony, and symbolism throughout the story, enriching the
narrative and enhancing its themes.

Q: Why is "The Monkey's Paw" considered a classic horror
story?

A: Tt is considered a classic horror story due to its exploration of fear, the supernatural, and the
moral implications of human desires, creating a chilling atmosphere that resonates with readers.

Q: How does the story reflect the Victorian attitudes towards
fate and destiny?

A: The story reflects Victorian attitudes by illustrating the belief in the supernatural and the
consequences of defying fate, suggesting that humans should not attempt to control their destinies.

Q: Can the events of "The Monkey's Paw" be seen as a warning
against technological advancements?

A: Yes, the story can be interpreted as a warning against technological advancements and the
human tendency to manipulate nature, highlighting the potential dangers of such actions.

Q: What role does irony play in the story?

A: Trony plays a significant role as the outcomes of the wishes are opposite to what the characters
intended, emphasizing the unpredictability of life and the pitfalls of greed.



Q: What are the implications of the ambiguous ending of "The
Monkey's Paw"?

A: The ambiguous ending leaves readers questioning the consequences of the final wish and the fate
of the White family, reinforcing the story's themes of loss and the uncertainty of life.

Q: How have adaptations of "The Monkey's Paw" changed its
interpretation?

A: Various adaptations have shifted its interpretation to focus on different aspects, such as the
horror element or the psychological impact of grief, showcasing the story's versatility and enduring
relevance.

Q: What is the significance of the number three in "The
Monkey's Paw"?

A: The number three is significant as it represents the three wishes granted by the paw, a common
motif in folklore that often symbolizes completeness and the cycle of life, death, and rebirth.
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